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Why is this relevant to you?  
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­ Software is a product for which all of the value residues in the intellectual 
property – so you need to be aware of how to protect and manage these 

rights if you are going to enter into commercial transactions.   

 

­ Many of you will go on to work for companies in knowledge-based 
industries where an awareness of IPR is important  
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What is Intellectual Property (IP)? 
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–
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Non-Patent IP 
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Trade Marks 

A trade mark protects any sign or symbol that allows your customers to tell you apart from your 
competitors. You can register a name, logo, slogan, domain name, shape, colour or sound.  

 

Design Rights 

Outward appearance of a product – the ‘look and feel’. 

 Registered design rights 

 Design rights 

 Copyright 

Copyright 

 

Know How 

Industrial secrets, confidential information, specialist knowledge 
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Copyright 
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• Is an unregistered right that protects original work and 
applies to any medium e.g. literary, artistic, musical works or 
computer code 

• A copyright protected work may have other IP rights 
subsisting in it 

• It allows the owner to prevent others from copying a work 
without permission  

• In general it last for the life of the creator plus 70 years 
(some differences for musical works and broadcasts) 
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Copyright 
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• Copyright will subsist in all original presentations, lecture 
notes and manuscripts that you author 

• You can assert that works have copyright subsisting in them 
by using the © symbol and dating them 

• Copyright is infringed if someone uses the whole or a 
substantial part of a copyright protected work without the 
permission of the owner 
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What is a Patent? 
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 Patents protect inventions 

 

 A monopoly granted by the state to the proprietor of an invention. This 
allows the proprietor to prevent others from using the invention 

 

 20 year duration from the date of filing 

 

 Effectively the patentee gets to exclude others from exploitation of their 
invention in return for  

   1) making the invention and   

   2) disclosing the invention 

 

University of Hull © 2010  



 Patentability 
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 For an invention to be patentable is needs to be: 

 

 inventive 

 “not obvious to a person skill in the art” 

 

 novel 

 Not part of the “prior-art” 

 i.e. anything disclosed anywhere! 

 

 capable of industrial application 

 

• These are judged at the date of filing the application 
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Patent Application Process (1) 
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Patent application vs patent! 
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Patent Application Process (2) 
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 Patents confer protection in individual states 

 

 It is possible to file in many countries simultaneously by mean of treaties 
to which countries have agreed: 

 

 European Patent (EPC) 

 filed and granted centrally to become patents in each separate 
country 

 

 ‘International Patent’ (PCT) 

 filed centrally but granted in the separate countries 
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Patent Application Process (3) 
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UK APPLICATION 
 

Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) APPLICATION: 
‘International Patent’ 

 

• Claims priority from UK application 

• Filing only – not examination 

• Still some countries not part of PCT (Taiwan) 

 
• Regional phase of PCT 

 

USA 
 

CANADA 
 

Etc, Etc... 
 

• Validation   

 

France, UK, Germany, Switzerland, 
Spain etc..... 

 

European Patent Convention(EPC) 
APPLICATION 
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Patentability of Software 
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Patentability of Software 
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• .....however you can patent a process that solves a technical problem that 
is implemented through software 

• It can be a contentious area and European Examiners have been known 
to take a different (more lenient) view than those in the UK (although the 
processes should be harmonised).  

 

 



Ownership of IPR 
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• Inventorship vs ownership 

• 1977 Patents Act:      Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988: 
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How does Hull Manage its IPR?  
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 The Intellectual Capital Exploitation (ICE) Strategy provides a 

framework for the evaluation, protection and commercialisation of 

intellectual property generated within the University 

 Process for disclosure of new ‘inventions’ 

 Describes University Policy in relation to its IP 

 E.g. Distribution of Net Revenues 

TOTAL NET 

REVENUE 
RESEARCHER DEPARTMENT UNIVERSITY 

To £20k 80% 10% 10% 

To £100k 50% 20% 30% 

Over £100k 33.3% 33.3% 33.3% 
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Commercial Transactions 
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 Licence Agreements: 

 Provide the right for another party to use the IPR usually in return for 

payment 

 E.g. Royalty, milestone, single fee etc  

 Different type of access to the IPR can be granted: 

 Exclusive license 

 Sole license 

 Non-exclusive license   

 Rights to sub-licence 

 

 Assignment of Right 

 All ownership of rights is transferred 
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Commercial Transactions 
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 Consultancy Agreements / Supplier and Technical Service Agreements 

 Usually involve generation of new IPR 

 If you commission work, who owns the copyright?  

 

 

 Collaboration Agreements  

 Who will own the IP developed?  

 Do you need access to the IPR for further research?  

 

Try to think of all eventualities and take advice!  
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Think about Potential IP Issues  

Change the way you think about Hull  |  18 

Think about whether the work you are going to do may produce 
commercially valuable IP so that the necessary steps can be taken 
when the data / results are generated.  

 

Confidentiality  

 Make sure appropriate Non-disclosure agreements are in place 
before any confidential information is exchanged with 
organisations external to the University 

 

 If the work may have commercial potential, please talk to us 
before publishing / presenting it! 
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The Enterprise Centre at the University of Hull 

• Designed to encourage, support and nurture start up businesses 

• Home of the Knowledge Exchange Team – IP,KTP, CPD, Funding 
and Research Opportunities 

• Placements & Internships  

• Building relationships with the business community 

• Support available regardless of discipline, year of study, 
undergraduate, post graduate or Phd 

• Base for the Graduate Entrepreneurship Project 

• Enterprise@hull.ac.uk -  

• http://www2.hull.ac.uk/administration/enterprise.aspx 

 

mailto:Enterprise@hull.ac.uk
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If you are a current undergraduate , or have graduated within the last 7 years and are an 

EU citizen and looking at starting a business with in the Yorkshire & Humber area, ( 

ideally Hull ) in the related sectors listed – we can help : 

 Advanced Engineering and Metals  

 Chemicals 

 Environmental Technologies 

 Creative & Digital 

 Financial & Business Services 

 Food & Drink  

 Healthcare Technologies 
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Graduate Entrepreneurship Project Offers: 

  Financial assistance -  Proof of concept, Start-up grants of up to     £2400,  

 Business assistance (£1000 or 12 hours support) 

 Workshop Programme – see the website 

  Annual Boot camp – 4 day residential intensive business training and  advice 

  Mentoring– specific to your new business start-up 

Liz Johnson Graduate Entrepreneurship Project Manager 

Tel: 01482 464924 

Email: elizabeth. johnson@hull.ac.uk 

 

  



Any questions? 
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Patent Applications 

Structure: 

• Field of the invention 

• Background 

• Case for novelty / inventive Step  

• Examples 

• Drawings 

• Claims 
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Claims 
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The Process 
Idea!

Meet with Knowledge Exchange Staff to Discuss the Idea

Submit Invention Record Form

Basic Patent / Literature Searches

Preliminary Opportunity Assessment

File patent 

applicationProtect IP

Review by ICE Panel

( merits of business case)

Enhancement of Technology 

Develop the 

Commercialisation Strategy

Business Development Licensing

Source funding 

for development

Decide not to proceed

Decide to proceed

Continual 

Evaluation of the 

business case for 

use funds and 

resources 
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Useful Links  

• The Knowledge Exchange:   

• http://www2.hull.ac.uk/administration/business.aspx 

 

• ICES on the Portal: 

• Services and Support  Calendar 2006/07  Register of Policies, Regulations and Procedures 

 

• Espacenet – patent database: 

• http://ep.espacenet.com/ 

 

• UK Intellectual Property Office (formerly the Patent Office 

• http://www.ipo.gov.uk/home.htm 
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